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Many reliefs for CITIZENS
From the relief package offered by the government

Basil Rajapaksa, Minister of Finance recently presented a number 
of special proposals to provide relief to all citizens of the 
socio-economic community who have been devastated by the global 
epidemic. It is the largest ever relief given to the people by a single 
government. Of these, the most notable are the day laborers and 
the low-income beneficiaries who are naturally affected by the crisis. 
The relief package announced by the Minister of Finance in the New 
Year Hahapurakia has focused on all these areas.

This time the relief package will be implemented in a manner that 
will have a positive impact on the public sector, the plantation 
workers' community as well as the poorest families in the country. 
According to analysts, plantation workers and Samurdhi recipients 
can be named as the two poorest groups in the country who are 
entitled to relief. Accordingly, the government has decided to 
increase the relief received by those families who are most affected 
by economic hardships. The allowance for Samurdhi recipients will 
increase from Rs. 3,500 to Rs. 4,500. Furthermore, the Gotabhaya 
Rajapaksa regime continued to provide their allowances in the face 
of the Covid epidemic.

A service that goes beyond government policy

Let's face the challenges of Covid ..!
 State Minister Shehan Semasinghe 

Shehan Semasinghe, Minister of State for Samurdhi, Home 
Economics, Micro Finance, Self-Employment and Enterprise 
Development, said that the present government led by President 

Inquiry eye on Samurdhi strengthened 
by  budget 2022

A workshop was held at the National Institute of Education, 
Maharagama recently to discuss the significant contribution made 
by the Minister of Finance, Basil Rajapaksa, in his inaugural Budget, 

In addition, the Department of Samurdhi Development has 
taken steps to continue to empower the recipients of assistance 
through various aspects and the Ministry of Finance has taken 
steps to provide the necessary funds for this purpose. Many 
other incentives have also been proposed through this relief 
package to empower poor families. It is a great boost to the 
Samurdhi development program to empower households and 
free them from dependency mentality.
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Why do you stand on the air
And no sun shining?
How can you hold yourself so still
On raindrops sliding?
They change and fall, they are not steady,
But you do not know they are gone.
Is there a silver wire
I cannot see?
Is the wind your perch?
Raindrops slide down your little shoulders . . .
They do not wet you:
I think you are not real
In your green feathers!
You are not a humming-bird at all
Standing on air above the garden!
I dreamed you the way I dream fairies,
Or the flower I lost yesterday!

Know'st thou not at the fall of the leaf
How the heart feels a languid grief
Laid on it for a covering,
And how sleep seems a goodly thing
In Autumn at the fall of the leaf?

And how the swift beat of the brain
Falters because it is in vain,
In Autumn at the fall of the leaf
Knowest thou not? and how the chief
Of joys seems—not to suffer pain?

Know'st thou not at the fall of the leaf
How the soul feels like a dried sheaf
Bound up at length for harvesting,
And how death seems a comely thing
In Autumn at the fall of the leaf?

The Browns are coming back to town;
The Greens are moving away.
'Twill make a striking difference
In our neighhorhood they say;
For the Greens are jolly, cheery folk,
The Browns are rather sad,
A dull and sombre family,
While the Greens are always glad.
I'm very fond of all the Greens,
From little Greens to big;
I like to see them dancing by
As merry as a grig.
And yet I think I'm going to like
The Browns's sober style;
After the riot of the Greens
'Twill rest us for a while.
And I've a notion that some week
Of windy, frosty nights,
The Browns in turn will go away,
And in will move the Whites!

 Hilda Conkling Anonymous

Dante Gabriel Rossetti

The Humming-Bird

An Autumn Moving

Autumn Song

kodigaha@samurdhiepaper.lk

Please send your
thoughts and creations relevant to the picture to us.

Today's leaders face unprecedented challenges, and states 
that claim to be advanced and economically and 
economically advanced are enjoying the same challenges. 
There is a need to study in depth how states like ours, which 
some time ago called developing, and countries with poor 
economic status face such challenges in this age. 
Nevertheless, the current regime in Sri Lanka has managed to 
manage its own economy, even in the face of the global 
economic crisis looming large in the face of a global 
epidemic. At the same time, a number of steps have been 
taken to ease the burden on the lives of public and private 
sector employees, from the poorest to the poorest.

Thus, no matter what criticisms are leveled by the various 
forces and parties active in the country, it is clear that the 
government is focusing on the economic pressures and other 
hardships faced by the general population of the country. 
Nandaseen said the present government has decided to give 

the highest relief package given to the people by the 
post-independence government of Sri Lanka at a difficult time. 
All this is being done at a time when government revenue is also 
at a low ebb. It is clear from the efforts of the Gotabhaya 
Rajapaksa regime to act as a people's government accountable 
to the people.

The state machinery has taken various steps in the last two 
years to control the global epidemic. He also closed the country 
nearly ten times. Due to this the impact on the country's economy 
is immense. As such, no one can hide the fact that people have 
been facing economic problems one after another for nearly two 
years. Nevertheless, the pressure exerted on the public mind by 
aspiring political groups against state rule did not diminish. Such 
situations also have a direct and indirect impact on the 
low-income community and day-to-day workers. If this situation 
had not been well understood by the state administration, the 
families of the subsidized families would have ended up in the 
fire today.

Despite the challenges of a country with nearly two million 
poor beneficiaries, the current regime has taken steps to provide 
relief, not less than a penny, and to provide incentives to those 
who receive relief after another 1.5 million. It is also true that the 
long-running economic pressure on the country is threatening 
the lives of the people by erupting in the face of the current 
epidemic. But with the first week of the new year, with the public 
relief package announced by the current Finance Minister Basil 
Rajapaksa, that problem will gradually disappear.

It is a great task for the government to put forward such a relief 
package to the country, overcoming economic difficulties, at a 
challenging time not only locally but also internationally.

Facing many challenges, giving a relief 
package to the poor is a miracle.

0112 873 802editor@samurdhiepaper.lk

Samurdhi Media Division. 
4th Floor, Sethsiripaya, Baththaramulla
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Born with art in Hand
Samanthi of Samurdhi Family

"One person is an expert of one thing" is a positive phrase I've often 
heard. It means that anyone born into this world can have at least one 
ability. In a society where such a phrase occurs, such an idea may be one 
hundred percent correct. But, with the universalization of societies today, 
knowledge, skills, and attitudes are not limited to one place, one thing.

We have been able to hear and see from our society many people who 
have challenged the validity of the above sentence. The situation is similar 
in other parts of the world. It is doubly gratifying to find in the Samurdhi 
family a young woman who is able to face challenges, live within social 
norms and hone her innate abilities and socialize a bunch of different 
abilities, not just one.

"Spectra" brings you information about our own group of brothers who 
won victories from sports in the last issue and this time "Jaya Tamba" is 
about another sister of ours who turned her life into a hoax by coloring her 
life with art.

Her name is Samanthi Mirigalla. She has been working as a Samurdhi 
Development Officer in the Establishment Division of the Samurdhi 
Development Department and has previously served as a member of the 
Media Division. Jayatamba's immediate purpose to bring you information 
about her was to win the Kaduwela Artist Award at the recent Kaduwela 
Regional Literary Festival. As the saying goes, "If something happens, it 
must belong to the right person."

An artist is often able to make a name for himself in one field by 
mastering and developing his innate talents within one artistic ability. The 
chances of a songwriter singing are rare. The chances of an actor draws 
are rare.

It's almost as if the announcer's craft is making a living. The sentence that 
started the article is true for you and me because we often hear about this 
situation. Samanthi is an exceptional performer in all of this. Do you 
remember the beautiful female voice heard among the male announcers 
on Samurdhi FM radio? That's hers. Two days a week on the Samurdhi FM 
channel, she was the one who brought the 'Oba Kaththam Gee' program 
and the 'Diriliya' program closer to you with her usual heartfelt voice. In the 
beginning, she was the one who brought the 'Office' program live with 
Mahesh Indralal.

Prior to that, she was a feature writer at the Samurdhi newspaper and 
has also introduced her writing skills to national newspapers. Representing 
the editorial board of the 'Yuvati' newspaper, she has addressed the minds 
of the people in many newspapers including the 'Tharuni' newspaper of the 
Lake House Institute.

She has already been able to impart knowledge to you from various 
angles through the Samurdhi newspaper. Even more, the real artist who 
lives in her is known to society because of her incomparable service to art. 
She was a young woman who fell in love with the brush whenever she was 
allowed. The stamp created for World Children's Day 2016 is one of her 
creations. In addition, she has been handing out artistic children's day 

stamps created by her on the theme of World Children's Day. You will see 
these stamps endlessly. The eye may have collided. But there is no way to 
know what her creations are. As such, she is already engaged in a silent 
mission for the arts. That is why Jayatamba asked her how she came to 
have these abilities.

She spoke at length and said that she had loved books since she was a 
child and loved art through the inspiration she received from her parents 
and her passion for the environment. He also said that he loved to draw 
small pictures and write poems and that he had studied A / L in the arts 
stream and had the opportunity to get a job before getting a chance at 
university.

But she is not ready to give up her passion for art and composition. So 
do not forget to create while doing the job. It was by chance that I had the 
opportunity to join the 'Samurdhi Charika' program through the 
announcement while working. Meanwhile, she has made a name for 
herself as a voice artist, journalist, songwriter, fancy cashier, children's 
literature creator, and artist through various art forms. Its culmination also 
took place in the year 2016.

She was unique in the art of stamp design that year. The stamp issued by 
the Ministry of Women and Children on the occasion of World Children's 
Day 2010 is a turning point in her artistic career, she says.

The painting created for this purpose became a stamp and paved the 
way for her to create the official logo for World Children's Day 2017, to 

create 8 stamps each for the National Vesak Festival in 2018 and 2009, 
and to create two stamps for World Children's Day and White Cane Day 
2020. has.

There is also an opportunity to create 10 stamps for the handicrafts 
sector in the year 2021. She also designed flags for the Department of 
Samurdhi Development's Anti-Drug Flag Program in 2016 and 2017.

Sometimes you may even be surprised. How she does all this. In her 
official life, she fulfills her responsibilities without compromising on 
personal and social life, and she manages to create good time 
management.

She seeks happiness in life through design. Recently, she showcased her 
artistic skills to the world on the national television program 'Rata' and on 
the youtube channel 'She'. Adding pride to the Samurdhi Development 
Department, she has inherited several awards before receiving the 
Kaduwela Artist Award this time.

Among them is the Best Emerging Young Artist Award in the Colombo 
District in 2015, the Vishwabhinandana Award in the Western Province in 
2016, and the Yawana Abhimani (Announcement) Award in 2014. She is 
currently pursuing a degree in Mass Communication from the University of 
Sri Jayewardenepura.
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Leaders and Samurdhi Officers of the Nuwaragam Palatha East 
Division were briefed on the 2022 budget proposals and 
programs recently.

Tirappane 
Niraviya 
Samurdhi 
Bank recently 
opened to the 
public

Coinciding with Saubhagya Week, work on two houses of 
Saubhagya at Edagala and Katiyawa Yaya 2 Divisions in Thalawa 
Divisional Secretariat started under the patronage of the Thalawa 
Divisional Secretary.

SAubhagya Week Program in Grama 
Niladhari Divisions of Koralaipattu 
West Oddamavadi Divisional 
Secretariat. School principals, 
Samurdhi Development Officers and 
members of Samurdhi Community 
Based Organizations participated.

Coordinating Representative Meeting of 
the Medirigiriya Division on the 
Implementation of the Budget Proposals 
for the Year 2022 under the Chair of the 
Deputy Minister Hon. Siripala Gamalath, 

Distribution of fruit saplings to the 
beneficiaries of Maspotha, Hanwella 
Division and re-establishment of 
Hirigolla Samurdhi Society which was 
inactive in Wilgamdematawa Division 
in line with Saubhagya Week.

Providing items for livelihood development on the occasion of 
Samurdhi Prosperity Week in Nikaweratiya Divisional Secretariat 
Division with the participation of Nikaweratiya Divisional Secretary

Granting ownership 
of the houses of Mrs. 
Boraluwewa Sriyani 
in Kobeigane 
Divisional 
Secretariat, Mrs. 
Kusum Chandra 
Kanthi in 
Galatakhendiwewa 
Division in 
Walaswewa Zone 
and Mrs. Namali 
Wettasinghe in 
Kattapitiya Division 
in Kobeigane Zone.

Galgamuwa Coordinating Committee Chairman Asanka 
Navaratne and Co-Chairman Taranath Basnayake chaired the 
Regional Conference on the Implementation of the 2022 Budget 
Proposals.

SAubhagya
Week

Nishantha Wanninayake Samurdhi Communicator Mahawa

Providing assistance for livelihood projects in 
Moneragala Divisional Secretariat with the 
participation of Samurdhi Officers including 
the Hon. Shashindra Rajapaksa, Minister of 
State.

Opening of Saubhagya New House 
owned by Mr. Manoj Kumara, Ella Kanda, 
Baddegama Divisional Secretariat, with 
the participation of Mrs. Kanchana 
Chathurani, District Samurdhi 
Commissioner, Galle

Handing over of the Saubhagya House built for Mr. Ravindra of 
Horawa by Matugama Divisional Secretariat, K. A. Hengoda was 
done under the patronage of Parliamentarian Anoopa Pascual.

Coinciding with the 4th phase of 
Saubhagya Week, the opening of houses 
constructed in the Doluwa Division 
through the Samurdhi Housing Lottery 
was held with the participation of Mr. and 
Mrs. Samurdhi Officers and Community 
Based Leaders.

The handing over 
of the Samurdhi 
Saubhagya House 
to Mrs. Chandrika 
in the Negombo 
Divisional 
Secretariat Division 
took place under 
the patronage of 
the Negombo 
Divisional 
Secretary.

Twenty five Samurdhi recipient families who have won their lives 
through the Samurdhi program in the banking zones of the 
Mahawa Divisional Secretariat recently donated their aid back to 
the government.

The laying of the foundation stone for the new building of 
Rajanganaya Samurdhi Bank took place under the patronage 
of State Minister of Samurdhi, Home Economics, Self 
Employment, Micro Finance, Enterprise Development Shehan 
Semasinghe.

Mr. Sampath Athukorala, Member of Parliament 
was the Chief Guest at the handing over 
ceremony of the house constructed in the 
Panangala West Grama Niladhari Division 
under the Samurdhi Diriya Piyasa Housing 
Program.

4

The distribution of library books to the 
"Samurdhi Pipena Kekulu" Children's Club 
in the Cinnamon Gardens Grama 
Niladhari Division of the Cinnamon 
Gardens Divisional Secretariat in the 
Homagama Divisional Secretariat Division 
was recently held under the patronage of 
Mr. Nihal Ranjith Hewawasam, Member of 
the Pradeshiya Sabha and Mr. BAD 
Chinthaka, Divisional Secretary of 
Homagama.
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The house constructed in Welikanna, Dunkolahena village in 
Seethawaka Divisional Secretariat Division under the Saubhagya 
Housing Development Program was vested in the people. 

Presenting stamped pass books to the members of the computer 
networked Elahera Samurdhi Bank and awarding gold certificates 
to the Samurdhi beneficiaries with the participation of the Member 
of Parliament Amarakeerthi Athukorala.

Providing sewing 
machines to six 
empowered 
beneficiaries in 
Mattegoda 
Samurdhi Zone 
in Homagama 
Divisional 
Secretariat 
Division

At the request of the Social Development 
Division of the Samurdhi Bank Society in 
the Pannala Divisional Secretariat 
Division, shoes, socks, books, pens, 
pencils and girls' clothes were provided to 
the gifted children of Samurdhi recipient 
families for the New Year 2022.

Opening of a new house built in the 
Tissamaharama Divisional Secretariat on 
the occasion of Saubhagya Week

The Samurdhi Sathi Pola and Marketing 
Center constructed in the Kahatharuppa 
area in the Passara electorate was vested 
in the public under the patronage of 
Parliamentarian Chamara Sampath 
Dasanayake, Chairman of the Passara 
and Lunugala Coordinating Committee.

The Sobhagya House built for the family unit of Mr. Indika Upul 
Kumara in Malimbada Kadukanna Grama Niladhari Division was 
declared open by the Divisional Secretary Mr. Ravindra Jayanath. Its 
specialty was the donation of the land by the mother of Mrs. 
Sujeewa, the Early Childhood Development Officer of the Divisional 
Secretariat, to build the house.

Donation of 
a Sewing 
Machine 
worth Rs. 
250,000 / = 
to Mrs. 
Chandrika 
de Silva, 
Kaldemulla 
Division, 
Moratuwa 
North

A program to develop 
the attitudes and 
technical knowledge 
of the subsidized 
entrepreneurs under 
the guidance of the 
Dehiwala Divisional 
Secretary was held in 
connection with the 
program to empower 
200,000 Samurdhi 
families.

 Keerthi Wijesekera - Samurdhi Communicator  Malimbada 

R. A. Wasantha Ravichandra
Samurdhi Communicator

Pannala

P. D. Chaminda Gnanaratne
Samurdhi Communicator

Tissamaharama.

Manjula Saminda Kumarage
Samurdhi Communicator

Welimada 
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Samurdhi Development Officer who served on the staff of 
Dambadeniya Samurdhi Bank   Mr. A. A. S. Dayasiri 

passed away.

Wasantha Saman Kumara, Samurdhi Development 
Officer attached to the Warapitiya Samurdhi Bank, 

Walasmulla has passed away. 

Awareness program on how the Samurdhi program should be 
implemented as per the 2022 budget proposals was launched in 
Walallavita division at Pelawatta zone at Gorakaduwa 
Nandanawana temple.

The distribution of equipment to the beneficiaries under the 
Samurdhi Livelihood Development Program in the 
Panduwasnuwara West Divisional Secretariat Division took place 
with the participation of the Hon. Gunapala Ratnasekera, Member 
of Parliament.

Ridee Reksha Gama, 
Gunaratne Vithanage's 
Saubhaya New Home 
was held under the 
patronage of Mrs. 
Darsha Ranasinghe, 
Divisional Secretary, 
Agalawatta.

Distribution of livelihood items to the beneficiaries of Manthai East 
Divisional Secretariat.

Strong grief and sympathy,
messaged to their family members, relatives, and friends,

Department of Samurdhi Development including the Director 
General Overall staff.

From First Page.....

Gotabhaya Rajapaksa has taken steps to ensure that the government 
does not cut the salaries of public servants during the epidemic period.

The Minister of State stated that the public service which was lost during 
the epidemic is being neglected while working within the existing legal 
frameworks and it is the responsibility of the public servant who goes 
beyond public policy to provide services to those people.

Inaugurating the New Year duties at the State Ministry of Samurdhi, 
Minister of State Shehan Semasinghe further stated this while addressing all 
the officials of the Ministry who were present.

"It is the responsibility of all of us to re-identify the needs of the people 
who have been unable to access public service in the face of the Kovid 
epidemic. I see it as the responsibility of the public servant to go beyond 
public policy. If we act within the existing legal framework, we will not be 

able to fulfill the expectations or needs of the people who have passed 
away. We have a responsibility to meet the needs of the people who have 
been in trouble for the past few months.

Recently, His Excellency the President decided to take care of the public 
servants in our country, no matter what economic or financial difficulties the 
government may face. The President undertook to take care of the salary of 
the public servant as well as all other matters. In the same way they 
received salaries.

Today, despite the existence of Covid rule in our country, new Covid 
varients are spreading rapidly in the neighboring countries and in the most 
developed countries. Therefore, keeping this country safe is the first 
responsibility and as our country moves forward, it becomes very important 
for other countries to be safe as well. Therefore, we must all be determined 
to implement the needs of our people and the policy of His Excellency the 
President. ” The Minister said.

A service that goes ......
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From First Page..... Many reliefs....
In addition, the Department 

of Samurdhi Development has 
taken steps to continue to 
empower the recipients of 
assistance through various 
aspects and the Ministry of 
Finance has taken steps to 
provide the necessary funds for 
this purpose. Many other 
incentives have also been 
proposed through this relief 
package to empower poor 
families. It is a great boost to 
the Samurdhi development 
program to empower 
households and free them from 
dependency mentality.

Inquiry eye on Samurdhi .......
State Budget for the year 2022, to the 

Samurdhi Development Program.
During the workshop, the groups compiled 

information obtained from the practical 
activities and discussions conducted separately 
as a group. He also took steps to render 
decisions and decisions taken in group 
discussions in this manner.

As well as focusing on the issues affecting the 
Samurdhi movement contained in the 2022 
budget proposals presented by the Minister of 
Finance, a number of proposals and decisions 
have been taken regarding the future path of 
the Samurdhi movement and the measures to 
be taken to eradicate poverty in the future. They 
will be presented to the forthcoming Samurdhi 

General Assembly and appropriate action will be 
taken.

Samurdhi Media Division

The duties of the Department of Samurdhi 
Development  for the New Year 2022 were 
inaugurated under the patronage of Attorney-at-Law 
Bandula Thilakasiri, Attorney-at-Law, giving 
prominence to the religious observances. 
Following the chanting of the Seth Pirith, all the 
officials were determined to support the 
Government's program of a productive national 
economy next year. The Director General recalled the 
role of the Department and the responsibilities of the 
officers and wished them a Happy New Year.
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